


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 

 

 

The Turtle Island Entrepreneur 
Development Program™ is designed 
for Aboriginal women and men with 
great business ideas and experience  
expertise and or credentials in the area in 
which they wish to start a business   
 
Upon successful completion of Four 
Essential Courses focused on practical 
learning  participants will be 
professionally coached and supported 
while they initiate their business plans  
 
Who should apply? 
• Aboriginal people with great business 
ideas! 
• Trades  eco & cultural tourism 
development  designers  bookkeepers  
artists  manufacturers  fishers  
administrators  bakers  counsellors  
healers  cooks  builders  filmmakers  
lawyers  accountants  producers  
musicians  landscapers  traditional 
medicine gatherers  organic market 
gardeners and livestock farmers  
mariculturists  retailers  etc  
• Spouses wanting to start a home      
based business with their partners 
• Nations  Bands  Organizations      
wanting to develop products and or 
services while simultaneously building 
capacity within their Nation  Band or 
Organization 

 
Designed for Aboriginal 

people with great business 
ideas! 

 

 

Eligibility 
First Nations and M tis people may be eligible for 
funding   The following centres will provide 
assistance with funding resources for this program: 
 
• Tsleil Waututh Nation Skills 
   Development Centre     
   Burrard Inlet  North Vancouver  New                          
   Westminster  Port Coquitlam and Burnaby 
 
• Squamish Nation  Stitsma Employment  
   Centre     
   North and West Vancouver to Whistler 
 
• Musqueam Nation     
   University Endowment Lands and 
   Richmond 
 
• Tsawwassen Nation     
   Tsawwassen 
 
• Metis Nation  Employment and Training 
       Abbotsford 
 
• N Quatqua Nation     
  North of Whistler  Pemberton and Lil wat 
 
• ACCESS  Vancouver Aboriginal  
   Friendship Centre     
    East Hastings Street  Vancouver 

 
• ACCESS  Aboriginal Connections to 
   Employment     
    Main Street  Vancouver 
 
• ACCESS  Metis Nation BC Employment 
  Centre     
      King George Highway  Surrey 
 
• Kla-How-Eya Employment Services 
      
     th Avenue  Surrey 

 

Reawakening  
Our  

Entrepreneurial Spirit™ 
 

Registration  
 
Applicants who are approved by an 
Employment Counsellor  ACCESS or 
Service Canada site will be assessed 
regarding their readiness to start their own 
business  At the first appointment  
applicants will provide: 
• A letter from an Employment 
Counsellor  ACCESS or Service Canada site 
stating their eligibility to apply to the 
Turtle Island Entrepreneur Development 
Program™                                                    
• All documentation from previous 
educational courses completed  
employment history  certifications and 
status   Applicants will describe their 
business idea within a signed 
confidentiality agreement  
The assessment will determine the 
applicant s readiness to complete the 
program and consider any barriers to 
completion of which the applicant may be 
aware  
 
Applicants who are not ready to start this 
program will be referred to a variety of 
other education or training options and or 
steps to prepare for re application to the 
Turtle Island Entrepreneur Development 
Program™ at another program offering  
 
In cooperation with the applicant s 
Employment Counsellor  ACCESS or 
Service Canada site  applicants who have 
been approved for participation in the 
Turtle Island Entrepreneur Development 
Program™ will be registered for two 
courses: 
• Entrepreneur Development                      
• Business Viability  
Program participants whose proposed 
businesses are proved viable will complete 
the next two courses: 
• Business Plan Development                      
• Business Plan Initiation  
 

 


